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UNDER  THE  ELM  TO  FLETCHER 


Bulletin  of  Sweet  Briar  College,  Volume  31.  Number  5,  November  1Q48.  Published  by  the  college  in  April,  July, 
September  and  November.  Re-entered  as  second-class  matter  at  the  Post  Office,  Sweet  Briar,  Virginia.  November  1948. 


This  booklet  aims  to  show  the  prospective  student  how  Sweet  Briar  looks  and 
to  give  her  a  glimpse  of  campus  life,  as  a  supplement  to  the  college  catalogue. 


The  view  above  shows  the  setting  of  the  college  in  piedmont  Virginia,  sur- 


rounded by  its  3000  acre  campus  twelve  miles  north  of  Lynchburg  and  sixty 


miles  south  of  Charlottesville  on  the  main  line  of  the  Southern  Railway  and 


on  U.  S.  29. 


FLETCHER 


MARY  HELEN  COCHRAN  LIBRARY 


ACADEMIC 


This  view  from  the  gymnasium 
shows  Fletcher,  which  contains 
administration  offices  and  class- 
rooms, including  a  small  audi- 
torium; a  corner  of  the  library; 
and  Academic,  which  is  oc- 
cupied by  science  laboratories, 
art  studios  and  lecture  rooms. 

The  gymnasium,  located  a  short 
distance  from  the  academic 
buildings,  has  equipment  for 
many  sports  and  is  the  center  of 
the  physical  education  program. 

DAISY  WILLIAMS  GYMNASIUM 


GRAY 


CARSON 


REFECTORY 


MANSON  RANDOLPH 


These  four  residence  halls,  con- 
nected by  arcades  with  the  Re- 
fectory, face  two  other  resi- 
dences to  form  a  quadrangle. 
They  adjoin  the  buildings  pic- 
tured at  the  top  of  the  facing 
page.  Manson  Hall,  which 
serves  as  the  chapel  and  as  the 
auditorium  for  most  lectures 
and  concerts,  occupies  the 
ground  floor  of  Manson. 

The  Information  Office, 
through  which  most  visitors 
enter  the  college,  is  located  in 
Gray. 

ARCADE  BETWEEN  REFECTORY  AND  RANDOLPH 
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CARL  GRAMMER  AND  FERGUS  REID 


These  residences,  occupied  by  freshmen  and  juniors,  face  the  buildings  shown 
on  the  preceding  pages.  The  dining  room  in  Reid  is  used  by  freshmen;  the 
largest  of  the  common  rooms  is  on  the  ground  floor  of  Grammer. 

Students  share  the  regulation  of  dormitory  living  through  membership  in  house 
and  inter-house  councils  which  are  directed  by  the  student  house  presidents 
and  are  responsible  to  the  Student  Government  Association. 


One  of  the  student  rooms  in  Randolph  is  shown  on  the  opposite  page,  above. 
Below  it  is  one  of  the  parlors  in  the  same  residence,  which  houses  freshmen 
and  juniors. 
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Classroom  windows  in  Fletcher  frame  this  view  of  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains 
which  form  the  western  horizon.  The  Book  Shop,  post  office  and  four  faculty 
apartments  occupy  the  building  in  the  foreground;  directly  behind  it  is  the 
Music  Building  and  beyond  are  several  faculty  residences  along  Elijah  Road. 
To  the  left,  nearly  hidden  by  trees,  is  the  Boxwood  Inn. 


THE     REFECTORY 


SWEET  BRIAR  HOUSE 

The  president's  house,  surrounded  by  gardens  famous  for  tall  boxwood  hedges 
and  a  considerable  variety  of  flowering  trees  and  evergreens,  was  the  home  of 
the  Fletcher  and  Williams  families  prior  to  the  founding  of  the  college.  The 
central  portion  of  the  house  was  built  late  in  the  eighteenth  century. 

The  Mary  Harley  Infirmary  (top  of  opposite  page)  is  situated  on  the  slope  below 
Grammer  and  Reid.  Here  students  who  are  ill  may  have  hospital  care  and 
special  treatments. 


Beyond  the  Infirmary  the  road  leads  to  Faculty  Row.  Several  of  the  nine  faculty 
houses  along  the  road  are  shown  at  the  right. 


THE  MARY  HELEN  COCHRAN  LIBRARY 


The  library's  expanding  collec- 
tion of  more  than  70,000  vol- 
umes is  designed  to  fill  the 
needs  of  a  liberal  arts  college 
and  the  students  are  encour- 
aged in  the  independent  use 
of  its  full  resources. 

Many  volumes  on  the  history 
and  development  of  art,  includ- 
ing the  Carnegie  Art  Reference 
Collection,  are  shelved  in  the 
Art  Room,  a  corner  of  which  is 
pictured  at  the  left. 


THE  MAIN  READING  ROOM  AND  THE  STUDY  GALLERY 


Sweet  Briar,  founded  by  the  will  of  Indiana  Fletcher  Williams  in  1900,  opened 
in  1906  and  gave  its  first  bachelor  of  arts  degree  four  years  later.  From  the  begin- 
ning this  privately  endowed  non-denominational  college  has  offered  to  young 
women  a  liberal  education  motivated  by  social  purpose  and  designed  as  training 
for  a  rich  and  useful  life.  The  college  favors  methods  of  instruction  that  permit 
opportunity  for  individual  development.  The  work  of  the  first  two  years  is 
planned  to  acquaint  the  student  as  widely  as  possible  with  broad  fields  of  knowl- 
edge; that  of  the  last  two  years  is  concentrated  upon  a  selected  field  of  interest. 


MODELING,  ART  STUDIO 

Sweet  Briar's  curriculum  is 
based  on  the  arts,  natural  and 
mathematical  sciences,  litera- 
ture, languages,  philosophy 
and  religion,  and  the  social 
sciences.  Most  freshmen  take 
a  course  in  each  field  and  their 
programs  also  include  physical 
and  health  education. 


FRESHMAN    ZOOLOGY    LABORATORY 


STUDY  TABLES,  LIBRARY  STACKS 

Classroom  instruction  is  exten- 
sively supplemented  by  visiting 
lecturers,  art  exhibits  and  con- 
certs; by  many  informal  discus- 
sion groups  focused  on  a  va- 
riety of  topics;  by  student  pro- 
ductions in  drama,  music,  and 
dancing;  and  by  many  other 
lively  student  and  community 
programs. 

EXPERIMENT  IN  PHYSICAL  CHEMISTRY 


SETTING  HEADLINES,  SWEET  BRIAR  NEWS 


Among  the  most  popular  extra-cur- 
ricular activities  are  the  student 
publications  which  include  a  week- 
ly newspaper,  a  literary  magazine, 
and  a  yearbook  published  by  the 
junior  class. 

Students  design  and  build  the  sets, 
plan  and  make  the  costumes,  and 
carry  on  all  of  the  other  technical 
work  for  productions  staged  by 
Paint  and  Patches,  dramatic  club, 
with  the  guidance  of  a  professional 
director  who  is  a  member  of  the 
faculty. 


WORKING  ON  "PEER  GYNT" 


A  SNACK  AND  A  CHAT 


The  terrace  of  the  Boxwood  Inn 
provides  a  place  for  relaxation  on 
sunny  days. 


One  of  the  important  events  on  the 
fall  calendar  is  the  community  drive 
for  funds,  conducted  jointly  by  the 
Relief  and  Student  Funds  Commit- 
tees. More  than  $5000  has  been 
raised  by  this  means  for  several  suc- 
cessive years  to  aid  foreign  students. 

SWEET  BRIAR  NEWS  "EXTRAS"  OPEN  DRIVE 
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Sweet  Briar's  location  and  the  mild  climate  make  possible  a  great  variety  of 
outdoor  activities  in  addition  to  the  usual  sports  program.  Many  students  enjoy 
the  informality  of  the  Outing  Cabin  (above)  situated  on  Paul's  Mountain  two 
miles  from  the  college  for  picnics  and  weekends  throughout  the  year. 

Riders  follow  the  trails  through  valleys  and  over  hills  in  all  seasons.  Those 
pictured  at  the  right  are  shown  in  front  of  the  indoor  riding  ring  which  adjoins 
the  stables. 


Swimming  and  boating  on  Sweet  Briar  lake  are  popular  in  spring  and  fall  and 
the  Boathouse  recreation  room,  with  its  large  fireplace,  is  used  the  year  round. 


In  addition  to  the  instruction  provided  in  riding,  tennis,  and  the  modern  dance, 
these  three  activities  claim  the  interest  of  many  students  seeking  recreation. 
Fox  hunts  and  paper  chases  are  among  the  pleasures  open  to  qualified  riders 
and  half  a  dozen  tennis  courts  are  available  to  those  who  favor  this  sport.  Three 
dance  groups  provide  opportunities  for  creative  work  by  students  who  have 
attained  proficiency  in  dance  techniques. 

The  crowning  of  the  May  Queen  presents  a  colorful  spectacle  in  the  west  dell 
each  spring,  as  pictured  on  the  following  page.  The  May  Day  dance,  one  of 
two  formal  dances  held  each  year,  provides  additional  gaiety  on  the  evening 
of  the  same  day. 
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VIEW  FROM  FLETCHER:  OLD  OAK  AND  PAUL'S  MOUNTAIN 

Credits  for  photographs:  Julia  Baldwin  '49,  p.  14  lloj^);  Bremer,  pp.  5  (bottom).  12  (top).  17  (bottom):  Martha  von 
Briesen,  outside  and  inside  covers,  pp.  1.  3  (top).  7.  8,  9  (top).  10  (lop).  15  (bottom),  lb;  S.  O.  Fisher,  p.  20  (top):Mary 
Goode  Geer  '49.  p.  20  (bottom):  Marshall  Hawkins,  p.  18  (top):  Hessler-Henderson,  p.  9  (bottom);  Merin-Baliban, 
p.  2  (bottom):  Andrew  Pavlin.  p,  15  (top);  Virginia  State  Chamber  of  Commerce,  pp.  3  (bottom),  4,  5  (top),  6,  10 
(bottom).  12  (bottom).  13.  18  (bottom);  White  Studios,  p.  2  (top). 

FROM     THE     PRESSES     OF     BROWN -M  ORR I  SON     COMPANY.      INC..      LYNCHBURG.      VIRGINIA 
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